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European Language Equality Network General Assembly Bucharest 2015: calls 

for support for endangered languages in the French State and for official 

recognition of the Arman language. 

 

The European Language Equality Network (ELEN) held its annual General Assembly from 9
th

 

to 11th October in Bucharest hosted by the Council of Armans with delegates representing 

Europe’s lesser-used language speakers discussing many of the vital issues affecting their 

languages and ELEN’s work at the local, national, and international levels. 

Council of Armans President Nicolas Caracota said, “One focus of the ELEN General Assembly 

has been on the situation of the Armans who face numerous challenges in several EU states 

including non-recognition by Romania, the widespread lack of provision of Arman-medium 

schooling and Arman language media. Arman organisations from Romania, Serbia, 

Macedonia, Bulgaria, Albania, and Greece, were all well-represented and contributed fully to 

the debate.” 

“ELEN delegates and guests travelled from across Europe to hear a wide range of 

presentations on European lesser-used and endangered languages,” said ELEN Secretary-

General Davyth Hicks. “The information and updates from our members form a key part of 

the ELEN policymaking process as we plan ahead for our forthcoming advocacy activities and 

language projects.” 

Presentations included the Language Protocol project to set a new legal standard for 

language rights led by Basque members (Paul Bilbao, Kontseilua), the recent ELEN Report to 

the UN on language discrimination in the Spanish state and language discrimination as a 

form of racism (Ferran Suay, Acció Cultural del País Valencià, Plataforma per la Llengua, 

Omnium Cultural, Obra Cultural Balear), and ELEN activities with the Council of Europe, the 

European Parliament and EU Commission (Davyth Hicks, Eurolang/ Kowethas An Yeth 

Kernewek). 

Further discussions focused on the forthcoming demonstrations for language legislation and 

equal status for Breton, Occitan, Alsacian, Corsican, Basque and Catalan in the French state 

on October 24
th

 (Tangi Louarn, Kevre Breizh, Alexis Quentin, Institut d’Estudis Occitans, 

Parlemu Corsu, La Bressola), the right to Gaelic-medium education (Domhnall MacNeill, 

Commun na Gàidhlig), promoting Irish (Ciarán Mac Giolla Bhéin, Conradh na Gaeilge) and 

Welsh (Robin Farrar, Cymdeithas Yr Iaith Gymraeg), promoting Hungarian in Romania and 

Slovakia (Krisztina Sandor, Erdélyi Magyar Nemzeti Tanács), and the new ELEN Digital 

Language Diversity Project, financed by the EU, which aims to increase the amount of digital 

content online in lesser-used and endangered languages (Claudia Soria, Consiglio Nazional 

delle Ricerche-ILC). 

The General Assembly also discussed the latest developments in Galicia (Marcos Maceira, 

Paulo Filqueiras, A Mesa pola Normalización Lingüística) and Asturias (Xose Alvarez, Iniciativa 
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pola Asturianu), and were updated on the current political and linguistic situation in 

Catalonia from CIEMEN (Maria Arenys). 

The General Assembly voted on several key issues. Firstly, issuing a declaration calling for 

support and official recognition for the Arman language and its swift inclusion onto the 

ECRML ratification of several south-east European states. 

The second declaration called on “the French State to recognize in law the different 

languages and cultures of the French Republic, and to give them the means to exist and 

develop in order to continue to build a truly democratic Europe in support of the values 

upon which Europe and France declare themselves founded.” ELEN members all agreed to 

help support the October 24th demonstrations in Brittany, Occitania, Alsace, Corsica, and 

the northern Basque Country, for official recognition and legislation for ‘regional’ languages 

in the French territories. (see http://www.deompdei.org/ and http://www.anem-oc.org/ ) 

ELEN also adopted the Cymdeithas Yr Iaith Gymraeg proposal for a Europe-wide campaign to 

increase funding for regional or minority language public sector broadcasters.  

In addition, it was agreed that the slogan Euskaraz bizi nahi dut   / Dwi eisiau byw yn Gymraeg   
/ Saol tri ghaeilge atá uainn (I want to live in Euskara, Cymraeg, Gaeilge etc.), will be 

translated into all lesser-used and endangered European languages for a Europe-wide ELEN 

campaign. 

Following the meeting ELEN delegates were treated to Arman hospitality with traditional folk 

music and dancing as well as Arman cuisine. 

ELEN is the international level NGO working for the promotion, protection and revitalisation 

of lesser-used and endangered European languages. It represents 44 language communities 

in 18 European states. (Eurolang 2015) 

 

For further information please contact:  

Davyth Hicks, ELEN Secretary-General davyth.hicks@eurolang.net  

Brussels Office, +32 473 683 290. 

 

Nicolas Caracota, Council of Armans, ELEN Steering Committee  info@makedonarman-

council.org Paris, +33 6 85 87 32 23  
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Armans cultural event Video 

https://www.facebook.com/Sbletsas/videos/10203263164419503/  

 

Armans dancing : note Breton, Welsh, Occitan and Catalan dancers! 

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=10153607570959030  


