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Associations

• Several NGOs officially registered - not 
all of them are active

• The Aromanian (Armân) Community from
Romania

• The Aromanian Cultural Society from Bucharest

• The Union of the Aromanian Women from
Eveywhere

• The League of Aromanians from Romania

• Macedo-Romanian Cultural Society
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The Aromanian Community 
from Romania (CARo)

• Most representative NGO (6 subsidiaries across 
Romania); registered in 1991

• Member of other organizations (FUEN/YEN, Council 
of Armâns);

• Asked the RO authorities to grant to Aromanians

the “national minority” statute;

• Attended meeting with FCNM’s representatives
during monitoring visit in RO (2011)

The Aromanian Community 
from Romania (CARo)

-activity-
• Cultural events with national/international 

attendance

• Language courses

• Production: books / CDs with traditional music, 
magazines (Arada, Armânamea, Armânamea trâ
Europa)

• Production: documentary movie, theatre plays

PURPOSE: to preserve, express and develop the Aromanian language, religion,
traditions and culture, in view of promoting the value of the Aromanian
spirituality values and of facilitating the human contacts and cultural relations
between the Aromanians.
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The Aromanian Community 
from Romania (CARo)

-activity-

• “Youth exchanges” (with Aromanians from Albania,
Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, FYROM, Romania)

• Communication with relevant RO/European
authorities/organizations/institutions

• Collaboration with other Aromanians’ NGOs from
Balkans/Europe

• Communication/Collaboration with other similar
communities (e.g.: reto-romans, sami, occitans)

The Aromanian Community 
from Romania (CARo)

• By the document called “Vrearea a
Armanjloru” (the Aromanians’
wish/desire), adopted by CARo on 16th of
April 2005 it has been decided to fulfill all
the needed procedures in order to register
the Aromanian Community as national
minority in Romania.



21/10/2015

4

FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 2nd Cycle – 2005 -

 Advisory Committee’s second opinion:

‐ the Aromanians have expressed an interest in the measures taken by the State
to protect national minorities and therefore in the protection afforded by the
FCNM.

‐ Advisory Committee also notes that in April 2005, an association of Aromanians
officially asked the authorities to recognise them as a national minority.
Diverging views have also been noted within this community as to the existence
of a separate Aromanian language and identity, and therefore whether such
recognition is necessary. A part of this community believe that the Aromanians
use a dialect of Romanian and represent a sub‐group of the Romanian people,
which is also the approach adopted by the authorities.

‐ in processing the results of the latest population census (held inMarch 2002),
the National Institute for Statistics included those who identified themselves as
Aromanians in the figures for Romanians (According to information provided by
the National Institute for Statistics, 24,645 identified themselves as Aromanians
in the 2002 census)

FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 2nd Cycle – 2005 -

Advisory Committee’s second opinion:

 The authorities are encouraged to consider the possibility of including
in the application of the FCNM other persons having expressed an
interest in the protection afforded by this Convention, in particular the
Aromanians and the Hungarian Csangos, and to engage in a specific
dialogue on this matter with those concerned.

 State Report says that, in processing the data gathered in the population
census, the NSI had included people belonging to a number of
numerically smaller ethnic groups in the figures for related, numerically
larger groups. In particular, this occurred in respect of the Aromanians,
some of whom have officially asked to be recognised as a national
minority. The Advisory Committee is unclear as to the criteria used for
including them in the figures for larger groups and whether the people
concerned were consulted on the matter.
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FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 2nd Cycle – 2005 -

RO government’s comments:

 The situation of the Aromanian community must be considered by taking
into account it’t full complexity. The Aromanian Community from Romania
(ACR), a NGO founded in 1991, requested the recognition of the Aromanian
community as national minority. Nevertheless, this NGO represents a
singular opinion in the Aromanian community. Two other Aromanian
cultural associations, the Society for Macedo‐Romanian Culture (statement
of this NGO is appended) and the Aromanian Society of Dobrogea 'Picurarlu
di la Pind' issued public statements in June and December 2005, protesting
against this initiative and stating that Aromanians form part of the
Romanian culture.

 The Aromanians took part many times in cultural events presenting their
specificity and their contribution to the diversity of the modern‐day
Romania. We have to emphasise that the Aromanians who declare
themselves Romanians maintain also their self‐identification as
Aromanians.

FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 3rd Cycle – 2011-2013 -

 RO State Report (2011)
 Related to Aromanian community, the RO authorities intensified the dialogue with

the Aromanian associations and discussions were held also in inter‐agency
reunions. The result of these discussions was that the majority of the associations
and foundations of the Aromanian community in Romania, consider that the
Aromanian culture is part of the Romanian cultural heritage and the Aromanian is
a dialect of the Romanian language. In their view, the claims that Aromanians are a
minority bring harm to Romania and to the Romanian communities abroad.

 February 2008, the Government of Romania has adopted a Memorandum detailing
an official point of view. The document was initiated by the Department for
Interethnic Relations, together with the Department for Relations with Romanians
Abroad of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (this department manages the relation
with the Aromanians from abroad), the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of
Education, as well as the Romanian Academy and the National History Museum. The
document takes into consideration the option of the majority of the Aromanian
community in Romania. In their view, the recent demarche pleading for the status
of national minority for Aromanians could signify an attempt to deny a traditional
identity assumed by the respective community, as the denomination of Aromanian
represents a part of the Romanian identity.
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FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 3rd Cycle – 2011-2013 -

 Advisory Committee’s opinion (2012)

 welcomes the ongoing dialogue between the RO authorities and some
representatives of the Aromanian and the Hungarian Csango communities, who
maintain their separate identities and do not consider themselves to be part of the
other recognised national minority groups.

 notes that, even though discussion on these matters has been ongoing between the
authorities and some representatives of the communities in question, the dialogue
has not yielded substantial results. In spite of the steps taken by persons identifying
themselves as Aromanian and Hungarian Csangos expressing their interest in the
protection afforded by the Framework Convention, the situation of these minorities
has remained unchanged.

 representatives of the Aromanian community have continued, since 2005, to
petition the authorities to be recognised as a national minority and to be afforded
the protection of the FCNM. The Advisory Committee notes with concern that, in
spite of the sustained efforts to maintain their self‐identification and in spite of the
number of persons declaring their Aromanian ethnicity in the last census, the
authorities have not examined this issue since the first monitoring cycle.

FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 3rd Cycle – 2011 -2013 -

 Advisory Committee’s opinion (2012)

 the authorities are encouraged to continue the dialogue with persons having
expressed an interest in the protection afforded by the Convention, such as the
Aromanians, (…) on the possibility of including them in the scope of application of
the FCNM. At the same time, the authorities should adopt measures to support
the preservation of the culture and identity of those persons concerned

 (Ref. census): persons declaring themselves as Aromanians, Vlachs, Macedo‐
Romans and Istro‐Romanians are to be aggregated with persons declaring
Romanian ethnicity. The Advisory Committee considers that such methodology
applied to interpret the data collected during the census may not be in conformity
with the principle of free self‐identification, as enshrined in Article 3 of the FCNM.

 Since the last cycle of monitoring, Romania has adopted neither clear criteria nor a
specific procedure for the recognition of national minorities. In spite of the steps
taken by persons identifying themselves as Aromanians (…) expressing their
interest in the protection afforded by the FCNM, the situation of these groups has
remained unchanged.
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FCNM MONITORING PROCESS
- 3rd Cycle – 2011 - 2013 -

 RO Government’s comments (2013)

 A very large majority of Aromanians consider themselves as “Romanians”, being part
of RO history, spirituality and culture, part of the RO nation. Meanwhile, the cultural
specificity of the Aromanians is respected and the Romanian authorities are committed
to ensure its normal course of development, including through allocation of resources.
The association of a small group of Aromanians, which requested back in 2005 ‐ 2006
to be considered a “national minority” in RO, has not resumed contact with the
Department for Interethnic Relations in the recent years.

 Committee of Ministers’ Resolution (2013)

 (issues of cocern): Since the last cycle of monitoring, Romania has adopted neither
clear criteria nor a specific procedure for the recognition of national minorities. As a
consequence, only minorities which are represented in the Council of National
Minorities are afforded the protection of the FCNM. Persons identifying themselves as
Aromanians (…) expressed their interest in the protection afforded by the FCNM.
Notwithstanding the Romanian authorities’ support for these groups, including
allocation of resources for cultural projects, their situation has not changed
substantially.

2015 Facts…

• No sustainable financial support from the RO
government/authorities;

• No language courses in mother tongue, within the
official curricula;

• The official number of Aromanians it’s not known 
(during last census, the Aromanians were included 
at the code 1000 – “Romanians”, even those who 
declared themselves as “Armâns”);

• In 2013, the RO Parliament voted the Law 176 which
stipulates that the Aromanians are “Romanians
from everywhere”.
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THANK YOU!


